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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS - REFLECTIONS FROM A CO-FOUNDER 


Fr. Frank Cordaro 


ENo one asked us to do this work. The 
yor of the city did not come and ask 
to run a bread line or a hospice to 
pplement the municipal lodging house. 

lor did the Bishop or Cardinal ask that 
help out the Catholic Charities in their 

Adeavor to help the poor. No one asked 

§ fo start an agency or an institution of 

ay kind. 

On our responsibility, because we are 

r brother’s keeper, because of a sense 
f personal responsibility, we began to try 
9 see Christ in each one that came to us. 

‘aman came hungry, there was always 

bimething in the icebox. If he needed a 
id and we were crowded, there was al- 

ays a quarter around to buy a bed on 

e Bowery. If he needed clothes, there 
vere our friends to be appealed to, after 
had taken the extra coat out of the 
sloset first, of course. It might be some- 
ne else’s coat but that was all right, 

90.” Dorothy Day. 


BEGINNINGS 

Wwenty-five years ago, on August 23, 
1976, at our first house at 713 Indiana, 
the DMCW community received our 
first guest. There were just two com- 
hunity members in the beginning, Joe 
DaViaand myself. 
Tfirst met Joe DaVia in the Fall of 1975. 
was working at a public radio station 
in Cedar Rapids, IA, with Jacquee 
Dickey. At the time, I was a seminarian 
for the Diocese of Des Moines doing an 
internship at Center East, the Catholic 
WStudent Center for the University of lowa 
in Jowa City. , 
That fall, the three of us spent a lot of 
time talking about our faith, our lives, our 
hopes and desires to serve the poor, and 
about the Catholic Worker movement. I 
had just spent the summer living and 
working at the Davenport Catholic 
Worker. Jacquee had been reading the 
New York Catholic Worker newspaper 
forseveral years and was in contact with 
the Catholic Worker community in Kan- 
sas City, MO. And Joe (God bless him) 
) was taken up with our enthusiasm for the 
Catholic Worker movement and was a 
good friend and support for me and 
Jacquee’s budding young romance. 
In the Spring of 1976, I dropped out of 
‘seminary. Falling in love and the lure of 
the Catholic Worker life was just too 
much to resist. I decided I wanted to start 
‘aCatholic Worker in my own hometown 
of Des Moines. Jacquee was already lined 
Up to join the Catholic Worker commu- 
mity in Kansas City, MO. We both 
ed up to persuade Joe DaVia to quit 

*hisjob and come join me in Des Moines. 
}) Sointhe Summer of 1976 monies were 
‘Faised to puta down payment on our first 
Catholic Worker House at 713 Indiana. 
August Joe DaVia moved to Des 
Moines and on August 23rd we were 
hosting our first guest. 
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}) BISHOP DINGMAN 
You don’t need to get the permission 
of your local Bishop to start a Catholic 
Worker community. On the other hand, 
‘itdoesn’thurt to have the Bishop’s bless- 
dng. This was the case with Bishop 
Dingman. On the same day I told Bishop 
Dingman that [ wanted to drop out of the 
seminary, I also told him that I was in 
love and that I wanted to return to Des 
Moines and start a Catholic Worker com- 
munity. Blessed Bishop Dingman did not 
hesitate in welcoming the idea and sup- 
porting me in the effort. 

Known as the Bishop of movements, 
Bishop Dingman welcomed all kinds of 
movements into the diocese. He had a 


"special appreciation and high regard for 
) the Catholic Worker movement and for 
Dorothy Day, its co-founder. He also put 
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L to R Front: Ned Davis, Michael Thompson, Ed Bloomer, Jackie Robinson. 
Middle: Fran Fuller, Carla Dawson, Jerry Ebner. Back: Mike Fuller, 
Tim Timberlake, Richard Flamer, Fr. Frank Cordaro 


a great deal of trust and love in me. This 
was not unique with Bishop Dingman, for 
he trusted and loved many people. It was 
unique and special to me for I came to greatly 
value Bishop Dingman’s love and trust. 

In the years and struggles to follow, that 
trust was put to the test. With a lot of hard 
work, a Bishop whose mercy and under- 
standing knew no bounds and a mountain of 
God’s good graces, Bishop Dingman’s love 
and trust in me and for the DMCW commu- 
nity only grew and got better. 

_ Bishop Dingman was one of our most faith- 
ful supporters; doriating personal monies and 
resources to our efforts and projects. He 
celebrated Friday night Masses at our house 
on a regular basis and he officially blessed 
each of our first three houses when they came 
online. 

In April of 1977, before Sugar Creek be- 
came the designated place for the annual 
Midwest Catholic Worker gathering, the 
DMCW hosted a Midwest Catholic Worker 
gathering at Bishop Dingman’s residence. It 
was a big old beautiful mansion, south of 
Grand Avenue in an old and wealthy part of 
Des Moines. Eight communities were rep- 
resented at the gathering. The Bishop cel- 
ebrated the Eucharist with us on Saturday 
moming. His hospitality for those who do 
hospitality for the poor was the thing I re- 
member most about that weekend. 

Even though there was as yet no “Touch 
Down Mary” tradition started at that time, 
the Saturday night talent show that year was 
“over the.top”! Do any of you old timers 
remember who played Peter Maurin, Mother 
Teresa and Pope Dawn the First at that Sat- 
urday night talent show? 

Bishop Dingman was not around to bless 
our fourth house, so we acquired his bless- 
ing by naming our fourth house after him. 
The Dingman House is now the house where 
we do most of our hospitality, fittingly so. 


HOSPITALITY. 

“The hospitality offered at the DMCW has 
glowed with the colors of a real home. Not 
the cold institution where the unwilling are 
sent, but a home where friendship and con- 
cern are shared along with food, shelter and 
clothing.” Joe DaVia “On Hospitality” via 
pacis, Volume 1, No. 1, Nov 1976. 

These were the opening words from Joe 
DaVia’s first column of “On Hospitality” in 
the first issue of via pacis. From the very 
beginning, the art of doing hospitality has 
played a central and defining place in the life 
of the DMCW. Over the years, we’ ve offered 
different kinds of hospitality to thousands of 
people. 

We started by doing emergency housing to 
women and families. This was the type of 


hospitality that we’ ve consistently done 
during most of our existence. In the late 
70’s we specialized at times in battered 
women and run away teens. This was 
before there were domestic violence cen- 
ters and runaway shelters in Des Moines. 
Our efforts often helped early groups in 
Des Moines to start addressing the hous- 
ing needs of battered women and run- 


away children. 

We varied between short-term and 
long-term hospitality depending on the 
guest and our communal and space lim- 
its. Our community helped set up an over- 
night shelter system in different churches 
during the winter months in the early 
80’s. This effort eventually grew into the 
current Churches United Shelter in Des 
Moines. We offered housing and sanc- 
tuary to Central Americans throughout 
the 80’s and 90’s. 

Today we do off-the-street daytime 
hospitality to needy folks in our neigh- 
borhood. Right now we have a weekly 
legal clinic going and a free food store. 
With the arrival of Richard Flamer, our 
hospitality efforts have reached all the 
way to Chiapas, Mexico, and the Mayan 
Self-Help Center we are helping to build 
and run. 

Whatever form our hospitality takes or 
whatever work of mercy we attempted 
to fulfill, we’ ve tried to live up to the fam- 
ily qualities of hospitality that Joe pointed 
to in the first issue of the via pacis. These 
are the same qualities implied into the 
personalism that sets the Catholic Worker 
movement apart from most others. And 
we at the DMCW have our own distinct 
Midwest way of doing things; like keep- 
ing it simple, small, and at a reasonable 
pace. If we are anything, we are neigh- 
borly. 


RESISTANCE 

The DMCW picked up the spirit of 
nonviolent resistance to war and milita- 
rism early in our history. We called for 
our first public fast in Des Moines in 
January of 1977 to call attention to the 
growing military budget and the unlike- 
lihood of the then new US President, 
Jimmy Carter, doing anything about it. 
In August of that same year, f attended. a 
Jonah House two-week seminar retreat 
and did my first act of civil disobedience 
with an August 9th blood spilling on the 
pillars of the Pentagon. I served a month 
in jail, my first experience of doing time. 

Since then, our community has orga- 
nized or supported a multitude of legal 
and illegal protest rallies, prayer services, 
vigils, fasts, leafleting, sit-ins, blockades, 


line crossings, fence hoppings, street theaters, 
marches and occupations, from NYC to Las 
Vegas, NV, from Washington DC to Maloy, 
IA. The list of issues addressed in these ef- 
forts include war, nuclear weapons and power 
plants, the death penalty, family farms, the 
homeless, US foreign and economic policies, 
war taxes, gay rights, abortion, the destruc- 
tion of the environment and the registration 
for the draft. I’m sure I missed a few. 

Faith-based nonviolent direct action and re- 
sistance to flawed and evil-producing systems 
and structures, what St. Paul called the “pow- 
ers and principalities”, is a well-established 
charism of the Catholic Worker movement. 
We’re not afraid to call the Berrigan broth- 
ers, Dan and Phil, our Rabbis and Jonah 
House the Mother House of US faith-based 
resistance to war and the ways of war. 

You have only to look through a collection 
of back issues of the via pacis to see how 
consistently and regularly these concems and 
resistance ways are part of our DMCW tra- 
dition. In this issue alone, there are reports 
of friends in jail and friends going to jail and 
the SOA, and announcements of future pro- 
tests at STRATCom. 

Doing hospitality for the poor and nonvio- 
lent resistance are what the virtues of peace 
and justice look like in practice. 


COMMUNITY 

All of the hospitality and resistance that 
we’ve been able to do is directly related to 
the measure of community life we’ ve been 
able to sustain. In this regard, one of the 
best things to happen to the DMCW is that it 
survived its co-founder, me. | was in the 
DMCW the first seven years before I returned 
to the seminary. I’m not sure I ever did com- 
munity well during those years. And I’m sure 
there are a number of people still around who 
would back me up on this. 

In our 25-year history, over 150 people 
came through as community members, so 
there are at least 150 different versions of 
what DMCW community life was all about. 
Of all the things we do at the DMCW, living 
well in community is the hardest. Yet, with- 
out it we could not do the work, live the life 
style and be the personalists we claim t: be. 

The DMCW community of 2001 is the ‘os- 
est I’ve ever experienced of a true commu- 
nal effort. We are 13 adults and three _hil- 
dren living in three houses. We are an vider 
crowd than most Catholic Worker commu- 
nities with 10 of the 13 adult members being 
over 50 years old. We are a truly inner racial 
community with four African Americans. 
There are six military vets jn our community. 
There is no single leader amongst us. We are 
a community where leadership is shown by 
doing, not directing. In this regard, each one 
of us contributes something unique and valu- 
able to the whole. 

Still, if the DMCW were an NBA team, 
Carla Dawson would have to be our fran- 
chise player. She does it all. She's raising 
her three boys in our community. She has a 
full time job at Head Start. She's going to 
college. She keeps our books. And she does 
more than her share of hospitality. When it 
comes to the people we serve, no one loves 
them more, and there is no one our guests 
respect more, than Carla. 

* Backing Carla up, one-half step behind her. 

+is her sister, Jackie Robinson. Having these 
two women in our community is like living 
with Elijah and Elisha at the same time. 

We have a saying within the community 
these days: “Nos Qui Veremur Carla” which 
means “We who stand in awe of Carla.” We 
know Carla loves us, that she loves the 
DMCW, and that any words of correction 
and discipline are really words of love and 
concem. 
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Editor’s Box 
by Fr. Frank Cordaro 


This 25th Anniversary issue ofthe via pacis is dedicated to all 
those who have contributed to the DMCW in the last 25 years, 
especially those who came-and lived in the DMCW. The names 
onthe cover page of this issue’of the via pacis and those contin- 
ued above are the names of 150: former and current DMCW com- 
munity members, in the order of their appearance in past via pacis 
issues. Our prayers and thanks go to each one listed and to the 
countless others who havehelped the DMCW keep its doors open 
and the works of mercy happening. May the good Lord bless us 
with another 25 great years. 


Iowans Against War Crimes in Iraq 
Summer Schedule 

July.25 - Wednesday 8 pm - Video Viewing 
“Hidden Wars of Desert Storm,” a documentary on the 
Iraq War, AFSC, 42" and Grand, Des Moines, IA. 


August 15 - Wednesday, 1pm to 5 pm. Protest at lowa Air 
National Guard’s booth and display at the Iowa State Fair; 
leafleting, banners and street theater. 


Contact for more info: 
Patti McKee - Iowa Peace Network 
ph: w. (515) 255-7114 
e-mail ipnet @earthlink.net 
Jeff Weiss - AFSC 

ph. w. 274-4851 ext 16 
e-mail <jwafsc @juno.com> 


HELP 


In an effort to be able to keep you informed of news 


and the latest happenings, we are building an email 


address list. If you'd like to be included, send your 
email address to: franciefuller@msn.com. Also 
watch for our upcoming website. 


HA Lacs 
Des MotnesCatholce Worker Communcty Wewoletter 


PO Sor 4551 
Des Woines 14 50306 


Editor: Gu. Frank Cordare 
Layout and design: Fran Puller 

Copy Editor: Fran Fuller 

Subscriptions & eorespondence: Fa, Condanre at above address 


The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community, founded in 1976, is a 
response to the Gospel call to compassionate action as summarized 
by the Serman on the Mount. In the spirit of the Catholic Worker 
tradition, we are committed to a simple, nonviolent lifestyle as we live 
and work among the poor. We directly serve others by opening our 
home for those in need of food, clothing, bedding, a shower, or a cup 
of coffee and conversation. We also engage in activities that foster 
social justice. 


25th ANNIVERSARY »s 
WEEKEND - DMCW*) 


AUGUST 24-26, 2001 


Schedule of Events 


Friday, August 24 
1 PM on ~ Arrivals — Dingman CW House. 
6 PM - Dinner at Dingman CW House. 


7: 30 PM - Night Program with former 
DMCW’s Joann “JoJo” Kennedy and 
Carmon "the Elvis impersonator” Trota will 
be-our main speakers.,Both Joann-and 


: 


~ June, 200 
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Carmon:are members-of theNYC Catholic 3 
Workercommunity) Program tobe held t the 
to ce 


at Trinity United Methodist Church,.(three 


blocks from the DMCWiat 8th and ar 25" 


f mixes 

College). ae 

~ Saturday, August 25 rhospi 
WL this | 


9.36 AM - Breakfast for all former DMCW’s, all other CW’ers, out-of-towseen th 


anyone else. Dingman CW House, 1310 - 7th. x With 
1 PM =5 PM ~ Open House and Picnic at DMCW. Fett 
7.30 PM - Hour Concert by Joe Tasahetta -, Favorite Folk Singer of SAC SSIES 
demonstrations in the 1980's --At.St. Anthony's Grade School Cafeteria. ae 


8:30 PM= “Sock Hop” ~ At (air-conditioned) St. Anthony's Grade School the fut 
Cafeteria, 16 Columbus Avenue, DM. Bring your favorite CD’s and dancing pom 
t 


Sunday, August 26 life, as 
41. AM - Eucharist at Dingman:CW House ies 
Anyone needing hospitality, bed or floor space, call us at 243-0765. vitness 


Grinnell College Kids 
Goofing Off 
“THANKS FOR ALL 
YOUR HARD 
WORK” 

L to R Back: Chuck, 
Trinity, Annie, Nancy 
Front: Ruthie, Sarah 
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Migr. Liguttt House Community Garden (510 (th. 

1301 8th St. 1307 8th St. 2 nous 
(515) 282-0583 (515) 283-0025 of pic 
Community members: Garden Coordinators: Celebrate the et oie 
Jerry Ebner Meredith Bruns and spend time 
Mike & Fran Fuller Erick Davidson friends. 2 
Cana Scott ; Zl 


Hello! 

Thope this article finds you happy 
ind dry. I have been so glad to see 
sun. 

We at the Worker are looking 
J forward to celebrating with every- 
one our 25" Anniversary. It is a 
ime of mixed emotions. 

We are sad there is still a need 
for our hospitality and blessed that 
Gang ~ Jafter all this time, the Lord has al- 
towne rg Ways been there to show us our true 
palling. With the prayers and sup- 
port that we have been given we 
are able in a small way to pass on 


e y 


, 


AC bur blessings. 

11g, With the passing of time, it is 
jatural to look at the past and think 

hoal - Sabout the future. I would say the 

ncing feet, Worker community has been one 


‘of the best things that has happened 
in my life, as well as the lives of my 
-Ysons. We have made friendships 
that have lasted the test of time. I 
have witnessed miracles great and 


Thave got anew job working at 
interstate highway rest areas. [ 
eep them clean and well main- 
tained so people will have a clean 
place to rest and freshen up. Also 
they can have a picnic and feel safe 
nd comfortable. 
his is my third job 
ince I left the 
js | atholic Worker & 
} community. 
| This coming Au- 


gust, the DMCW 
will be celebrating 
jt's 25" Anniver- 
Uisary. While I’m not A 
ure how the 
DMCW community 
ill be celebrating, I’m sure that 
twill be a good time. A time 
when many past community mem- 
bers will show up to share in cel- 
Pbraling with the eating of food, 
haring prayers, and sharing 
memories of their experiences at 
,) the Worker. 
I’m sure that past and present 
olunteers and supporters will 
=“ishow up and share with others of 
7th Sz the Worker the work they’ ve done 
* “Won the houses and yards. Perhaps 
Frank will bring out the scrap- 
he Eucharieb0oks of pictures that he has kept 


1 time with the years. 
nds It will be a time that other Catho- 


Kathy Kelly and Carla Dawson 


Norman’s Whereabouts 


DMCW Photo 


small. J have seen deaths and 
births. I have lived through a 
flood and a drought. I have seen 
people come through terrible 
times. I have witnessed joy be- 
yond words. And I’m still here 
trying in my small way to live the 
life the Lord has chosen for me. 

Fr. Frank is still with us at the 
Worker. He is filling in for the 
priest in Stuart, IA, and will be 
moving to the church in 
Cumming, IA, soon. He has 
been visiting his mom. He dida 
wedding for his niece and her 
husband. He baptized a baby 
and still has time to keep the 
upstairs bathrooms. I can hon- 
estly say that Frank is a priest 
who takes the “works of mercy” 
to heart. 

Ed is our own saint. He in his 
everyday life does more for pris- 
oners, shut-ins, and homeless 
animals than most of us do in our 


lic Worker community members 
will come and share in the cel- 
ebration with music and the 
memories of those who have 
passed away and of those who are 
ill and cannot be with us. 
It will be a 
time when 
s strangers and 
guests become 
more than 
Strangers and 
guests and be- 
come friends and 
part of the com- 
munity sharing 
with others in 
discussion, play- 
ing games, praying and eating. 
It will be a time where people 
will come to prepare the food that 
we all will come together to 
share. And I’m sure there will be 
a time of thanking each other for 
being around and a time of being 
thankful for Dorothy Day, Peter 
Maurin, and our Lord for start- 
ing it all. What a 25" Anniver- 
sary it will be! I’m thankful for 
you all in my prayers and 
thoughts. 
Norman Searah 


- 


whole. life. Hes always willing 
to write a prisoner and send 
stamps. He goes to the store and 
post office for shut-ins. He takes 
bread and groceries to people 
who can’t make it to pick them 
up. He has gotten numerous cats 
spayed and neutered and placed 
them in loving homes. He is such 
ahard act to follow. He tnuly lives 
asimple life so others can simply 
live. Ed also took a much de- 
served working vacation. He 
went to visit his family for two 
weeks coming back with more 
energy. 

Mike T. is our day-to-day knight 
in shining armor. He is the worker 
we look up to. He is doing okay 
after his back surgery and 1s try- 
ing to keep a positive attitude. 

Tim is back in school having fin- 
ished another semester. He hada 
3.5 grade point average. He is 
painting Dingman House and gar- 
dening. He is a serious student. 
He is trying to find his nitch and 
doing quite well. 

Richard Flamer is back. Read 
his article about his work in 
Chiapas, Mexico. He is building 
anew shed and going to put ona 
deck at Lazarus House. 

Fran and Mike have just gotten 
back from a much-deserved week 
in a cabin at Lake of the Ozarks. 
Fran is working on getting the via 
pacis out and, of course, I am late 
with this article. Mike is honing 
up on his chess skills. He is al- 
ways looking for a new worthy 
player. 

Jerry Ebner has been with us for 
about five months. He was a great 
plus when Richard F. was in 
Mexico and Mike T. was recov- 
ering from his back surgery. He 
has been helping Richard build the 
shed. 

Ned Davis is our newest addi- 


tion to the Worker. He is adjust- 
ing well to the bunch of us. He is 
really trying to find out where he 
belongs and how to do things the 
right way. 

Jackie has been happy what with 
her new granddaughter. She vis- 
ited her best friend, Jamie, and her 
godson for his second birthday. 
She came back with great stories. 

Julius completed his junior year 
and is healing well from his knee 
surgery. Joshua completed sixth 
grade and has grown up. Jordan 
completed fourth grade and is 
looking forward to his five weeks 
of vacation. 


Cana Scott DMCW Photo 

Irvy continues to do a great job 
with the community laundry. 
Given the primitive conditions of 
our laundry area, Irvy is a real 
miracle worker. We’re hoping by 
the time we put out our next via 
pacis that Irvy will have a brand 
new area in which to do the laun- 

Thanks to a very generous do- 
nor from the West, who wishes to 
remain anonymous, we’ve been 
able to do some major house re- 
pairs at Lazarus House. In fact, 
all three of the houses have gone 
through major repairs in the last 
two years. We’re anxious to show 
them off at our 25th Anniversary 
Celebration. 

Jerry continues to hold his own 
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with the guys at Dingman House. 
Jerry’s getting visits from a visit- 
ing nurse weekly and he enjoys the 
well-deserved attention. 

The DMCW was honored to 
give Kathy Kelly hospitality when 
she was in Des Moines May Sth 
giving a talk. Kathy is the person 
who helped start Voices in the 
Wilderness, the group that has 
been sending delegations to Iraq 
to see firsthand the effects of the 
US led sanctions and bombings. 
She was recently nominated for 
the Nobel Peace Prize. She’s a 
great spirit and a true Catholic 
Worker at heart. She just pitched 
in and helped with the work dur- 
ing her stay with us. 

We have a wonderful summer 
service project student from 
Notre Dame. Her name is Cana 
Scott. She has just completed her 
freshman year of school. She is 
from Dallas, TX, and she has a 
younger sister. She is adjusting 
well to being away from every- 
thing she knows. 

I hope everyone will be able to 
join us for the 25" Anniversary 
celebration. We would be hon- 
ored to meet some of the people 
who have been supporters of the 
Worker community for years. We 
keep each and everyone of you in 
our prayers. God bless you all. 

Peace, 
Carla 


“Annual Midwest 7 
l Catholic Worker l 
| Gathering | 
| September 14 — 16 | 
Sugar Creek, Iowa 
This year’s gathering is = 
hosted by the Su Casa Catholic 
lWorker, 5040 SW Laflin St 


IChicago, IL 60609, 773-376-1 
19263. Call them for details. 


Radical Retirement 


Frank Cordaro and Joe 
DaVia had just opened the 
DMCW and were strug- 
gling to get going when 
Helen came knocking at 
their door. “Hi, I’m 
Helen and I want to help 
out here.” Frank was 
speechless!....but not for 
long. The next day he 
gave her a call and asked 
her to “take the house” so 
he could go to a protest 
somewhere. 

Helen had recently re- 
tired from her teaching 
job and was looking fora 
worthwhile cause to de- 
vote her time and talent to. 
Some years earlier, a 
friend had put her name on 
the mailing list of the New 
York Catholic Worker 
newspaper. She was 
amazed by what she read 
and frequently thought 
about the Catholic Worker 
movement on her drive to 
and from work. She 
thought Dorothy Day was 
“out of this world.” 

When she read that 
Frank and Joe were open- 
ing a CWH in Des Moines, 
she didn’t waste anytime 
getting involved. In fact, 


by Fran Fuller 


she was their first volunteer. 
One day when she was working 
at the House, Frank put a poster 
in her hand and said, “We need 
you on the line.” So they were 


DMCW Photo 


Helen Tichey 90th Birthday 


off to the airport to meet Presi- 
dent Carter. This was her first 
protest but it led to many more. 
She was arrested at a sit-in Sena- 
tor Grassley’s office to stop US 
funding of the Contra’s in Nica- 
Tagua and spent and hour or so in 
jail with Sr. Gwen Hennessey 
among others. She’s been a wit- 


ness for peace at the Nevada test 
site and made several trips to 
Central America including Nica- 
ragua, Guatemala and El Salva- 
dor. She was arrested several 
times at Offutt Air Force Base 
demonstrations and is a long 
time member of WILF 
(Women’s International 
League for Peace and Free- 
dom). The first Bishop 
Dingman Peace Award was 
presented to her. 
Helen recently celebrated her 
90" birthday. The peace ac- 
tivist lifestyle may be respon- 
sible for her still-sharp mind 
and memory. She always had 
a heart for the poor, and when 
she taught school in Des 
Moines, she asked to be sent 
to a school where she could }} 
work with the underprivileged. 
Her memories of the children |) 
she met in Central America still 
bring a tear to her eye. She re- 
members a Mass among the 
poorest of the poor in Guate- 
mala where people brought gifts 
to the altar along with the bread 
and wine. Their gifts were a 
small bag of corn meal, garden 
produce, and a chicken. 

Helen continues to be an in- 
spiration and blessing to all of 
us who love her dearly. 
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A delegation from thethe 
San Cristobal just in ting 1 
"La Guarderia” (or, in¢jon’t 
Care Center). They dg¢-th 
see what life is like ipe so 
also came to see the wi oF + 
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return to Des Moinesya oF * 
also had something totarte 
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I took time of f froma dele 
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mount in the educatiossings 
They knew that theaks 
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rom the DM@. 
ist in time to 


the children but education was 
hissing. They knew they wanted good 


Sif Ve JH enutrition for the children while they 

lie CAME Were at the Center. Many of the moth- 
ke In Criliers are so very poor that they spend 
la work # most of their days begging for basic 
periort ee food although now, because of the Cen- 


er, at least six of the mothers have 
Full time jobs. ay 
“Two'of the young girls who are moth- 


ie fund raisgi 
Moines. e 


prey teag ers started a sewing class at the Com- 
at The PrOcesninity Center with Sister Chloe as the 
e end resulta, ch 

eacher. 
f from cons 


‘The delegation met some of the moth- 
and many of the children. Mostly 
the children played with the delegates, 
ither side speaking much because of 
the language barrier, The delegation 
worked, cleaned, cooked and helped with 
e process. 

"Fe Sister Maggie and Bill Basinger were 
hey also SP#iup Gn the roof sweeping and cleaning. 
| who are lif Helen Oster did a mean set of dishes. 
F ® (think she learned it at the DMCW.) 
vith many Of Tean Basinger, Cora and Dave Bartemes 
ister Chloe, and Nick Richards were busy with paint- 
2t down. Li ing. Fr. Kevin Cameron worked as well. 
y Sort Of MWe ate the food that Lilia Garcia and 
. They kn getty Danforth cooked. And Claire 
sed Structull Quiner mostly played with the children. 
> women WalE From the delegation I also learned 


iy with Thee, 
s usual in Mh 
siness whet 
y came to} 
children, 
The women} 
n, so they sf 
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dian culty much about faith, work, humility and the 
ication prot blessings we have in the world. My 
et thanks to them for helping complete La 


Guarderia. 
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by Fr. Frank Cordaro 

I was privileged to be a sup- 
port person and driver for Rita 
Hohenshell, her daughter, Kim, 
and her granddaughter, Tricia, to 
Columbus, GA, where Rita stood 
trial for her participation in the 
November 2000 protest at the 
School of Americas. The 
school’s name has been changed 
to the Western Hemisphere In- 
stitute for Security Cooperation. 

Rita is a long-time extended 
community member of the 
DMCW. At seventy-six years 
young, Rita is one of those local 
radical women who belong to 
Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom. She isa 
board member of the Catholic 
Peace Ministry and a card-carry- 
ing Call To Action member. She 
is. also a member of Christ the 
King Catholic Parish and teaches 
preschool religious education. 

The November grotest brought 
7,000 participants to the gates of 
Fort Benning, GA, the home of 
the US Army school that has 
been training Latin American sol- 
diers for over 50 years. 

Many of these SOA graduates 
returned to their countries to be- 
come the most notorious human 
rights violators in all of Latin 
America. Over 3,000 protesters 
“crossed the line” onto base 
property. 

Of these, only 1,700 were 
given “ban and bar” letters. Of 
those who were issued “ban and 
bar” letters, 65 violated previ- 
ous “ban and bar” letters and 
risked indictment. The Federal 
Government chose to indict 26 
of these 65. 

Three of the 26 were Iowans. 
Joining Rita from Iowa were the 
well-known and _ beloved 
Franciscan nuns and blood sisters 
Dorothy Hennessey (age 89) and 
Gwen Hennessey (age 68) from 
Dubuque IA. 

One has to wonder how the 
government came to choose 
these 26 to indict, especially the 


Seven Arrested At lowa N 


by Fran Fuller 
More than 60 people gathered 
on Apnil 7" to protest Iowa Air 
National Guard troops being sent 
to Iraq for the fourth time to en- 
force the illegal and immoral “No 
Fly Zones” over Iraq. 

Seven of us chose to cross the 
line to blockade the National 
Guard entrance as a symbolic act. 
Holding hands we crossed the 
line, read our statement (re- 
printed below), knelt and prayed 
the Lord’s Prayer. For this, we 
were quickly whisked into paddy 
wagons and held overnight in the 
Polk County Jail. 

Those arrested were Fr. Frank 
Cordaro, Fran Fuller, Ed 
Bloomer, and Jerry Ebner of the 
DMCW and Ruth Anderson from 
Grinnell College, Steve Jacobs 
from the Columbia CW, Michael 
Sersch from the Winona CW, and 
Paul Fried from Minneapolis. We 
were released the following 
morning and ordered to pay $25 
court costs. 

This was my first jail experi- 
ence. I thought it would be a 


L to R: Sr Dorothy Hennessey, Sr Gwen Hennessey, Rita Hohenshell 


3 Iowans. In the faith-based peace 
and justice communities of Iowa, 
we could not have picked three 
better representatives for this trial. 
Measured by the standards set by 
the Beatitudes, Rita, Dorothy and 
Gwen are the best among us to be 
witnesses and tell the “god awful 
truth” about the School of Ameri- 
cas and its bloody legacy. 

When it came time for the trial, 
25 defendants (12 men and 13 
women - the oldest 89 and the 
youngest 19, with five in their 70’s, 
seven in their 60’s, five in their 
50’s, two in their 40’s, one in her 
30’s, and four in their 20’s) made 
things easy for the prosecutor. One 
of the 26 pleaded guilty. Twenty- 
four pleaded innocent yet signed 
statements stipulating to the 
“facts” of the prosecutor’s case. 
That is, they did indeed cross over 
onto Fort Benning property in vio- 
lation of previous “ban and bar” 
letters. Only one defendant 
pleaded innocent and forced the 
prosecutor to make his case. 

US Magistrate Judge G. Mallon 
Faircloth presided over the two 
days of trials. With all but one case 
already decided, the Judge allowed 
defendants to speak their truth 
from the witness stand. It was a 
remarkable two days of testimony. 

The defendants got to tell their 


good time to pray, reflect, etc. 
However, my one night in jail was 
cold, impersonal, lonely and hu- 
miliating. The experience was 
similar to fasting in that it gave me 
a picture of how little power and 
control I actually have. I don’t re- 
gret my actions because thousands 
of our children are dying every day 
due to US actions in Iraq. If we 
don’t speak up for them, who will? 


Content of Statement follows: 


We Are Bound by Conscience 
and International Law 

We are here today to sound the 
alarm—to cry out as loud as we 
can to our fellow Iowans that in 
our name a war crime is being com- 
mitted against the people of Iraq. 
As we stand here, our Iowa Air 


National Guard, with its F-16 war 


planes, for the fourth time prepares 
to enforce the illegal and immoral 
“No Fly Zones” over Iraq. 


For over 18 months, the United 


States and Great Britain have 
bombed Iraq on an almost daily ba- 


personal stories and journies to 
the gates of Fort Benning. Many 
of the defendants had first-hand 
experiences in Latin American 
and reported personally their 
knowledge of some of the School 
of Americas’ graduates human 
rights violations. 

Short of actually having some 
of the countless victims and sur- 
vivors of the School of Americas 
present to speak for themselves, 
the twenty-six defendants did a 
remarkable job of speaking for 
those who cannot for the dead 
and those still alive have no legal 
recourse or legitimate venue to 
tell their stories. 

Judge Faircloth was_a case 
study in himself. In his person and 
court mannerisms, he was most 
accommodating and gracious. 
He allowed the defendants a 
chance to speak their piece, ac- 
tively listening and engaging the 
defendants in open dialogue, at 
times self-effacing and open to 
correction himself. Yet at the 
same time, the judge was a clear 
believer and defender of the “sys- 
tem,” especially the Federal 
Court system. 

Judge Faircloth was quoted in 
a local Columbus, GA, newspa- 
per saying that he felt like he was 
being set up as a pawn in an on- 


ation 


Thousands of bombs have 


sis. 
been dropped and hundreds of in- 
nocent Iraqis have been murdered 
by these bombings. Established 
and enforcement of the “No Fly 
Zones” are a violation of the Per- 
sian Gulf War Cease-Fire Agree- 
ment and international treaties 
that protect civilians from mili- 
tary action. 

We are here today to set up a 
blockade at the main entrance of 
the Iowa Air National Guard’s 
headquarters to stop business as 


al Guard 


~ Three lowans Goin 


CircleVision photo 


going drama between the US 
Government and the School of 
Americas Watch people, who are 
trying to shut the school down. 

He felt he either could slap the 
hands of the defendants with light 
sentences and send them home, 
making Fort Benning the laugh- 
ing stock of the country, or he 
could send the defendants to jail 
making martyrs for the cause. 

After two full days of extraor- 
dinary testimony and a half-day 
trial in which famed Catholic 
Worker Carl Meyer attempted to 
raise the constitutional issues of 
free speech and exposed the 
sloppy work of the prosecution’s 
case, Judge Faircloth showed his 
true colors and found each defen- 
dant guilty. 

If Judge Faircloth believed him- 
self a pawn in this drama, he was 
a pawn with a great deal of 
worldly power. During a seven- 
hour marathon sentencing session, 
the Judge chose to make martyrs 
of the defendants. He sentenced 
21 to the maximum six months 
with fines ranging from $150 to 
$3,000, starting with 89-year-old 
Sr Dorothy Hennessey. Fellow 
Iowan, Sr Gwen Hennessey, re- 
ceived a six-month sentence and 
our own Rita Hohenshell received 
a three-month sentence. 


, oe" 
? Ba) 


usual at this place, to sound the 
alarm to our fellow Iowans about 
this ongoing war crime and to de- 
mand that our Iowa Air National 
Guard personnel and war planes 
remain in Iowa. 

Because of what we know about 
these illegal and immoral bomb- 
ings, we are compelled by con- 
science and international law to 
take every reasonable step to stop 
this ongoing violation of interna- 
tional law. And for all those who 
hear of our witness today and the 
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g to Jailune, 20 
All but three of those sc ——=——— 
to jail were able to. post a! 
bond and were released to: 
surrender to Federal prison: 
to be determined, The pro 
takes at least six weeks tod 
mine. The three who did nat 
bond started serving their mould th 
tences immediately. 
Maryknoll Fr. Roy Bourg 
founder of the SOA Watch, 
has spent over four years inp! 
for acts of civil disobedien{CW E-m: 
opposition to US policy intholic Chu 
tral America, was quoted __ Original 
National Catholic Reporte. FRA 
ing, “This prison witness is§, Sunday, 1 
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DMCW E-mail to Omaha 
atholic Churches 

— Original Message ——- 
om: FRAN FULLER 
Sent: Sunday, March 18, 2001 


" catholiccharities@ccomaha.org 


lown here i 
hat line, ang 
of them, P 
in solidarity 
1 all the off 


Subject: fund raiser 

‘Tm writing to express my con- 
erm and sadness that you choose 
shold your annual fund-raiser for 
the poorat the SAC museum. Ac- 


ording to a Vatican JI document: 
“the arms race is one of the great- 
est curses on the human race and 
the harm it inflicts on the poor is 
more than can be endured.” 
Holding a fund-raiser for the 
poor at the SAC Museum is a 


lumbia MQ 
nd wife of 
ta 12 month 
Faircloth for 
evious “bag 


i could a “) scandal to the cross of Jesus and 
© CrOSS EID His message of peace and justice. 

rd After hg i 

‘ ai Please find anew location for 
CrOSSeC ME next year’s event. Thank you. 

y at the main, 


ran Fuller, Des Moines, IA 
on demo ff 


ie Omaha Catholic Charities 
doors of the Director Response: 
Hemisphere) —— Original Message -——- 
Cooperation From: scota@ccomaha.org 
sins by anye Sent: Monday, March 19, 2001 
me praye 0: franciefuller@msn.com 
ase security, Ce: Kathy Grandsaert (E-mail) 
letters ang) Subject: your email of March 
7 18,2001 

Ms. Fuller, 

Thank you forsending your 
message of concern regarding 
Trish Fest. 

Let me assure you that this 
isan issue that has had a great deal 
y) Of discussion in a variety of ven- 
ues including the Omaha Archdio- 
cese Priests Council, with the 
Archbishop, and among our Board 
and its development and social jus- 
tice committees. I won’t go into 
‘all of the details of those discus- 
‘sions, but the outcome is that these 
groups and individuals support 
using SAC Museum for Irish Fest 
"at this time. 

I believe I understand your 
concerns, having heard similar 
ones. There is a large number of 
people who feel very differently 
about this, as you may imagine. 

Let me summarize where we 
‘£ are in this: 

There is no venue in the 
Omaha are large enough to hold 
the event. We have thoroughly 
checked this out. It is an impor- 


ose impris 
-impriso: ned 
bout the up 
rotest, Con: 
> Ameri 


ion photo 


ht us here tant fundraiser forour mission and 
ound under for our developing public rela- 
> all YOU CBP tions, When the new convention 
War CTIMES® and arena center is built, we in- 
tend to move the event from SAC 
on, contact) Museum to that facility. The cen- 
Priends Ser ter will be completed in time for 
| Grand Avi jrish Fest, 2004. We will likely 
2, 315-264) remain at SAC Museum the next 
sites: i) 2 years. 
ome.htm 4 The opposition to your view 
rg/vitw/ © in general holds these thoughts: 


This is a museum. The preamble 
} tothe Catholic Catechism discuss- 
ing the use of nuclear arms begins, 
its presentation by stating that ev- 
ery.means available must be used 


the SAC Museum? 


MIND H1M; 
HES JUST 
OUR 
FRIENDLY . 
PERSUADER. & 


to avoid war in the first part. 
Some people believe that the 
SAC mission was to avoid war 
and that they achieved this suc- 
céssfully’ over the course of 50 
years. This is an area where rea- 
sonable people of good faith seem 
to disagree. 

There is no alternative 
venue that can realistically sup- 
port Irish Fest. The mission of 
Catholic Charities is important 
and deserves to be widely sup- 
ported and understood: 

[ appreciate your concern. 
We continue to listen to those 
who differ from our position and 
I respect their point of view. 
I wish you well. Peace, 
Scot,Adams 


A Pléveirdm Prison: 

Mark Kenney, a long time war 
resister, life long Omaha Catho- 
lic and “line crosser” at Offutt Air 
Force Base in Bellveue, NE, 
home of the Strategic Nuclear 
Command (STRATCom) is cur- 
rently completing a six-month 
sentence at the Federal Prison 
Camp in Duluth, MN. 

Mark wrote the following let- 
ter to the Omaha Catholic Chari- 
ties and asked us to publish it in 
the via pacis: 

Dear Director of Catholic 
Charities: 

Last March 10, four Catholics 
openly displayed their disapproval 
of your organization holding a 
Catholic fund raiser at the SAC 
museum. I was one of them. I 
feel it is not only macabre for 
Catholics to “party” in a place that 
places'man-made metallic weap- 
ons of war on pedestals, it is pro- 
foundly profane! 

Currently, Iam in federal prison, 
doing 6 months, for illegally en- 
tering Offutt Air Force Base, dur- 
ing a Christian peace witness, last 
December 28th.This time in 
prison is giving me alot of time 
to organize a much larger, and 
hopefully “more noticeable” pres- 


Should the Omaha Catholic Charities hold its annual fund-raiser at 


DMCW says “No!” How about you? Part II 


John Sullivan 


ence next year. 

During the rest of my prison sen- 
tence and the remaining time I’l] 
have after I’m set free, before the 
2002 Omaha Catholic Charities 
Fund raiser, I plan to organize as 
many fellow Catholics and con- 
cer Christians to join me and oth- 
ers for a peaceful presence at next 
years fund raiser. 

There are others who feel as I 
do. Some, like myself, are veter- 
ans of the so-called “cold war.” 
Some work directly or indirectly 
with the Catholic Church, and/or 
Catholic Charities in various ca- 
pacities. Some are priests and 
nuns. 

I will encourage as many people 
as I can to write letters and e-mail 
messages to you, urging them to 
voice their disapproval of your 
fundraiser’s location. 

I’m sharing the text of this let- 
ter with others, seeking the wid- 
est circulation so J can reach as 
many people as I can with this 
plea. 

Sincerely in Christ, 

Mark Kenney 14018-047 

Federal Prison Camp 

PO Box 1000 

Duluth, MN 55814 


The DMCW joins Mark 
Kenney in calling for anational 
campaign to urge Omaha Catho- 
lic Charities to come to their 
“Faith” senses and not host-next 
year’s annual fund-raiser at the 
SAC Museum! 

Join Mark Kenney and_the 
DMCWs at the SAC Museum to 
register a peaceful protest to this 
scandal to the Faith. 

Write or e-mail Omaha Catho- 
lic Charities and let them know 
what you think of their SAC Mu- 
seum Fund-raiser: 

Catholic Charities, 3300 N. 60th 
St., Omaha, NE 68104, ph 402-554- 
0520; email 

catholiccharities @ ccomaha.org. 
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Vigil and Line-Crossing at StratCom 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki Remembered and 


Resisted 
August 6 - August 9 


We invite you to join us fora 3-day vigil at the gates of Offutt Air 


erorce Base, home of the Strategic Command (StratCom) in = 


. = Bellevue, NE. 


: Come stand and pray with us as we Cenmneriorste the US atomic : 

= 5 bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, Japan, on August 6 and Au- 

a 5 gust 9, 1945. Contemplate the work and mission of StratCom, the 

1. » challenge it poses to all life on our planet and the demonic claim it » 

# makes on the soul and’spirit of our nation, 

™ The vigil begins Monday, August 6" at 8 AM; “the hour the US& 

= = dropped the, first atomic bomb on Hiroshima and ends Thursday, . 
5 August 9% at 11 AM, the hour the US dropped the second atomic . 


s bomb on Nagasaki. 
a 


a We'll be vigiling 12 hours during the day, between 8 AM and 85 


= PM. We will return to Our Lady of Holy Rosary Parish Rectory § 
; and the hospitality of Fr. Paul Monahan in Glenwood JA, 712-527- 5 = 
: 9115 for prayer, food, relaxation, socializing and sleep between 8 : 


= PM and 8 AM. 


= The vigil will conclude with a linc crossing at 11 AM, Augusc = 
= 9th. Anyone interested in the line crossing needs to contact the ; 
= DMCW. Everyone is welcome to come join us in this annual wit- # 
“ ness and vigil. Come for an hour or for the whole three days. 

= For more information, contact Fr. Frank Cordaro at the DMCW: 


5 515-243-0765. 


Sprong & Urfer in Prison 


On May 4, 2001, Michael 
Sprong and Bonnie Urfer were 
sentenced to prison for cutting 
down three ELF poles a year ago. 

Michael received a two-month 
sentence and Bonnie was sen- 
tenced to six months. They were 
both sentenced to one year of su- 
pervised release and ordered to 
pay $7,492 in restitution each. 

At their trial, they had argued 
that cutting down the poles was 
legal under national and interna- 
tional law because the antenna 
was part of an illegal weapons 
system. But in February, a jury 
found them guilty of willfully 
damaging government property. 

Before the sentencing, Bonnie 
played two videos for the court. 


one of them detailing the destruc- 
tion caused by the atomic bombs 
dropped on Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, Japan, during World 
War II. 
Michael reported to Yankton 
FPC on May 25. His address: 
Michael Sprong,11416-047. 
Kingsbury Unit. Yankton FPC. 
Box 700, Yankton, SD 57078. 
Bonnie began serving her time 
immediately upon sentencing. 
She is currently at a transfer cen- 
ter in Oklahoma and will be 
moved to Greenville, IL. For her 
address or further information. 
contact Nukewatch. PO Box 
649, Luck, WI 54853. 
715-472-4185, 
www.nukewatch.com. 


rPRSAT STD 
Des Moines Catholic Worker U.S. Cane 
PO Bo: 1 
MS 3 DES MOINES, |A 
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Des Moines 1A 50306 


Address Service Requested 


DMCW Needs 


Prayers! Without them none of the rest matters (REALLY!). 

$!$! Summer is our lean time of the year. We try to live off the surplus of the winter and 
spring donations. However, money is rarely in surplus at the DMCW, especially when we are 
trying to keep up with operational cost and paying for the renovation efforts going on. Cash 
donations large and small are always welcome and needed. 

Renovation Needs! If you have not visited us in the last couple of years, you'll be 
surprised at all the work that’s been done on the houses already. We are anxious to show them (| 
off at our 25th Anniversary gathering. Still, there is a lot more than needs to be done. Ligutti 
House needs outdoor painting, a front porch built and a working kitchen. At Lazarus House, 
the roof needs to be replaced, a major renovation of the basement is needed and a back deck and stairway needs to 
be added. And at Dingman House, we need to put shelving in the basement, redo the front porch and the biggest 
project - build a new kitchen. All three houses have electrical and plumbing needs. So good carpenters, electri- 
cians and plumbers are always needed. We need folks who can take on a specific renovation project, whether they 
do it themselves or pay for it to be done. 

Food and Stuff! The Summer food drought has hit us hard. Our food pantry is bare. We need canned 
and dry goods, as well as toiletries, especially: coffee, 100% fruit juice, breakfast cereal, canned fruit, 
vegetables, beans & meats, disposable razors and shaving cream, shampoo, toilet paper, and hand soap. 

Finally, we are always looking for individuals or work crews to help with maintenance and general cleaning. 
There is a lot of yard and garden work to be done. Plus people are always welcome to come and help us out with 
the hospitality. Just give a call or drop by. 

Thanks for your continued support. 
The Des Moines Catholic Worker Community, 1310 - 7th St., Des Moines, IA 515-243-0765 
Please send contributions to: PO Box 4551, Des Moines, IA 50306 


